
 

James is a theatre director, actor, dramaturg and teacher, whose work and research have taken him 
to more than 20 countries over the past 25 years. His sharply crafted ensemble work is described by 
eminent theatre academic, Patrice Pavis, as ’masterly performed [and] characteristic of the recent 
evolution of the dramaturgy of the actor’. He tells stories which inspire dialogue about who we are and 
who we want to be; actively questioning the role theatre plays in society today. 

James’s distinctive approach to theatre practice evolved through his work and training with master 
directors and teachers, including Ariane Mnouchkine, Philippe Gaulier, Monika Pagneux and founding 
members of Complicite. His stage language is further informed by his visual art practice; an award-
winning graduate of the Australian National University School of Art and Nova Scotia College of Art 
and Design, James’s work has been presented in solo and curated exhibitions in Australia, Canada and 
the USA; notably at the Australian Centre for Photography, Canberra Contemporary Art Space, 
National Gallery of Australia and New York’s Leslie Lohman Museum and Ward-Nasse Gallery. 

James travelled to Europe in 1996 on a bursary from the Australia Council for the Arts. He explored 
directing and devising techniques with Anatoly Vasiliev, Andrei Serban, Grzegorz Bral, Anna Zubrzycki 
and Katie Mitchell, while studying voice with Kristin Linklater, Enrique Pardo and Richard Armstrong. 
In 1997, he followed the process of ‘collective creation’ developed by Ariane Mnouchkine and her 
renowned Théâtre du Soleil during an extended residency in Paris. 

He returned to work permanently with the Théâtre du Soleil in 2002. For seven years he collaborated 
on the dramaturgy, designs and staging of the collectively-devised theatre and film projects, Le Dernier 
Caravansérail, Les Éphémères and Les Naufragés de Fol Espoir. James performed in the first two of 
these highly awarded productions at prestigious theatres and festivals in Athens, Avignon, Berlin, 
Bochum, Buenos Aires, Lyon, Melbourne, New York, Paris, Porto Alegre, Rome, São Paulo, Taipei and 
Vienna; and received notable public and critical acclaim for his work. 

His credits include collaborations with theatre companies, cultural organisations, schools, universities 
and independent artists in Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, China, Chile, England, France, 
Holland, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Italy, Philippines, Singapore, Spain and Uruguay. He embraces 
artistic, cultural and linguistic diversity to expand traditional narratives and enrich the connections 
between the text, the actor and the audience. Characterised by tightly choreographed performances, 
his mainstage and site-specific productions create immersive experiences which draw on laboratory 
theatre principles, new writing practices, dance, live music, puppetry and innovative design. 

James has directed adaptations of classical and contemporary plays; including works by Euripides, 
Shakespeare, Chekhov, Beckett, Alan Bennett, Caryl Churchill, David Hare, Harold Pinter; and devised 
pieces from non-theatrical texts by Dostoyevski, Robert Dessaix, Oscar Wilde, Brothers Grimm and 
Chinese and Greco-Roman mythology. His projects have been developed with the Young Vic Theatre, 
Mountview Academy of Theatre Arts, Thomas’s, V&A Museum (London) SummerWorks Festival 
(Toronto) Io Myers Theatre (Sydney) Kubik Fabrik (Madrid), and through residencies at Electric 
Theatre Company (Vancouver) Le Casa del Pino (Alicante) Real Escuela Superior de Arte Dramático 
(Madrid) Teatro Kaddish (Barcelona) Le Murate Progetti Arte Contemporanea (Florence) Cabuia 
Teatro y Compañía (Buenos Aires) Gunnery Studios (Sydney) and the Bundanon Trust (Riversdale). 

He has been a regular guest director, teacher and visiting artist at leading theatre schools and 
universities; including the National Institute of Dramatic Art, University of New South Wales, 
Victorian College of the Arts, University of Tasmania (Australia); National Theatre School (Canada); 
Royal College of Arts, Mountview Academy of Theatre Arts (UK); Universiteit Utrecht, Universidad 
Carlos III de Madrid, Shanghai Theatre Academy and Hong Kong Academy of Performing Arts. His 
extensive program of workshops for actors and directors has been hosted by, among others, Teatro 
Timbre 4 (Argentina) Griffin Theatre, Critical Path  (Australia) Radix Theatre, Why Not Theatre, 
Volcano Theatre, Electric Company Theatre (Canada) Cia.Stravaganza, b_arco centro cultural (Brazil) 
Teatro Español, La Ventana, Pabellón 6 (Spain) Comedia Nacional, Teatro Solís (Uruguay). 

His work is distinguished by awards and support from public and private agencies; including the Ian 
Potter Foundation, CAPO, Australian Network for Art and Technology, NSW Ministry for the Arts, 
artsACT, Tasmania Performs, Australian Embassies in Argentina and Spain, Canada Council for the 
Arts, Canadian Embassy in Australia, Ayuntamiento de Madrid, Iberescena, Secretaria Municipal da 
Cultura de Porto Alegre, Prefeitura de Caxias do Sul and the Gobierno de la Cuidad de Buenos Aires. 
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Jeremy is able to devise 
approaches I have 
searched for throughout 
my life as an actor. He is 
a true master, who 
shares his humanity and 
insight at every moment. 

juan antonio quintana 
actor director | madrid

Work that breaks 
boundaries. Mixes 
forms, ignores certain 
conventions in favour 
of possibility … I was 
riveted. 

s.bear bergman 
mooney on theatre | toronto  

jeremyjames

❝

❞

❞

❝

The precision of the 
actor’s technique would 
be awe-inspiring if it 
were not so casually 
presented. 

charles isherwood 
new york times | new york
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